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in 1958 reported substantial declines in value of shipments. Railway rolling-stock was 
down 22.5 p.c, shipbuilding and repairs 19.5 p.c, sawmills 15.6 p.c, and primary iron 
and steel 0.6 p.c. The miscellaneous iron and steel products group, which was in this 
category in 1957, reported a severe decline bringing its shipments down below the 
$10,000,000 mark. 

Postwar industrial development in the Atlantic Provinces has been more selective 
than in some of the other provinces. Fish processing, new sawmills, increased pulp-
making capacity and the manufacture of non-metallic building materials like cement 
and gypsum products have accounted for well over half of the industrial growth. There 
are, however, a few outstanding exceptions. Two sizable defence plants have been estab­
lished in Nova Scotia, one to repair and overhaul naval aircraft and the other to build and 
repair radar and related electronic equipment. Considerable development has taken place 
in Newfoundland; besides plants for the manufacture of cement and gypsum wallboard 
and plaster, factories for producing boots and shoes, birch veneer, leather goods, industrial 
machinery and tanned leather were established, thus broadening the industrial base of 
the province. With these exceptions, most of the developments in the Atlantic Provinces 
have been either small and scattered or confined to the modernization and expansion of 
existing facilities. 

Thus, manufacturing production in the Atlantic area has not quite kept pace with 
that in the more industrialized provinces of Ontario, Quebec and British Columbia. This 
is indicated by a drop in the Atlantic Provinces' share of the Canadian total shipments 
from 4.5 p.c. in 1949 to 3.9 p.c. in 1958. In number of persons employed there was a 
decrease of 4.6 p.c. for the Atlantic Provinces but an increase of 9.9 p.c. for Canada as a 
whole. Salaries and wages paid increased 50.7 p.c. for the Atlantic Provinces compared 
with 85.1 p.c. for Canada and selling value of factory shipments increased 50.8 p.c. com­
pared with 77.5 p.c. for Canada. Increased employment since 1949 reported by New­
foundland was offset by a major decline in New Brunswick and minor declines in Prince 
Edward Island and Nova Scotia. 

3.—Statistics of the Leading Industries of the Atlantic Provinces, 1958 
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For footnotes, see end of table, p. 


